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FART 1 :__#! FLO*. NT, BUILDING AND 
NON-RURAL INDUSTRIES: 


EMPLOYMENT. General demobilisation began in October 1945 but most of the men 

discharged had substantial periods of accumulated leave. This 
coupled with temporary dis-employment of civilians due to industrial disputes 
and displacement of mon from Governmental munitions factories delayed commence- 
mont of the process of re-employment. ar 


In January 1946 however the situation began to clear and in that 
month the number of men in civil omployment (other than rural industry) roso by 
30,000 to 549,000. This was followed by a further increase of 20,000 in 
Pebruary making the total at the ond of that month 569,000 or 35,000 above the 
level existing when hostilitics had ceascd six months proviously. 


In those six months approximately 116,000 mon were discharged in 
New South Wales. This representad slightly more than one half of the forces 
enlisted from New South Wales. Of these approximately 65,000 indicated that 
they proposed to enter cmploymcnt as wage earncrs in non-rural industry, 10,000 
proposcd to return te ér enter rural industry, 9,000 proposed to resume or take 
up business on their own account and ‘2,500. to enter full time training for an 
uvocation. The remaining 29,000 woro undecided us to thoir future work at time 
of demobilisation. 


Allowing for the number of men required to replace men and women 
who had temporarily cntercd into or prolonged their employment during the war 
period and for the considerable numbers resuming or starting businesses on their 
own account, it is still evident that the expansion of employmont, begun in 
January and February, has still very far to go before available men are comp« 
letely restored to employment. 


The position in regard to female employment is very diffcrent. 
In July 1939 approximatcly 168,000 womon and girls were working in New South 
Wales as wage earners (cxcluding those in rural industry and domestics in private 
households). By the end of the war this number had rcachod about 253,000 in 
addition to 16,000 enlisted in the forces from NeSeWve At the end of February 
1946 the corresponding numbers were 245,000 women and girls working and about 
7,000 enlisted in the forces from New South Wales--a total approximately 86,000 
greater than at the outbreak of war. 


Below are shown comparative figures of numbers of wage and salary 
earners in employment other than for rural industry (which can be vecorded only 
annually as at March 31st) und for household domestics (which can only be recorded 
at Censuses or quasi-censuses):= 


FTE REET Ee Ca 


(Thousands) 
1939 1945 1946- 
duly July Jane. Tebe 
Males 530 534 549 569 
Females — 468 252 243 245 
Total 698 786 792 814 


(a) Excluding rural and household domestic workers, 


The ncxt following table shows the numbcr of employees in cach 
of the principal groups of industry for which monthly data are available. 
Shortagcs of many lines of essential goods have become more markcd sinece the 
termination of the war and this is largely explained by the fact that, in the 
initial months of rehabilitation, cmployment in factories and mines rose by less 
than 2,000 whereas employment in retailing,commerce, transport,professions and 
personal services listed below hus risen by 26,800. 
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Wage and Salary Larners in Employment, Industrial Groups. 
( Thousands) 
increase 


geo 1946 - July 1945 to 

Industrial Groups Feb. July dan. Feb. & Feb. 1946 
Mining and quarrying CL: 24.8 2309 Da. 0.3). 
‘Factories 303.9 301.0 290.7 302.6 Veaulen a 
Transport and ‘com- 

munication 100.3 102.6 102,53. , WO%s4 4.7 ) 
Retail trade 67.8 69.1 1507 Clee Te9 ) 
Other commerce and ioe 

finance 56.4 56.5 62.8 64.1 726 2608 
Professional and personal ) 

services (a) AA Ou ed pa Wine | 6.6 ) 


(a) Excluding private domestics. 


: With the cessation of Government direction of labour it is evident 
that productive industry ceased to be able to attract the labour needed to supply 
Civilian needs. The supply of labour for civil production in factorics has been 
augmented by a substantial transfer from production of munitions and war supplies 

tO production for civil use. Part of this trond is reflected belows- 


Factory Employment, Munitions and Other. 


19391945 - 1946 - Change sineo 
July Feb. July Jan. Feb. July 1945 
000 000 000 000 000 000 
Governmental Munitions 
Factories (a) Lee) 3567 Bae iMe\astnpi keys) = 13.3 
Other factories 213.8 268.2 268.8 271.9 26307 7 + 14.9 
Total 218.0 30359 iegO Oreo On 302.6 + 1.6 


(a) Munitions, aircraft and shipbuilding (incl. some annexes and. 
private factories) 


Tt is covident however from the figures which follow that additional labour 
available as a result of demobilisation and curtailment of munitions production 
has done relatively little to incrcase the labour supply in factorics producing 
some of the most urgently nccdcd goods--textiles, clothing, motal trades, 
furniture ete. 2= 


Employment in Non-munition Factories (a) 


1945 1946 Change Change 


Factory Class July Hed. 
000 000 000 q, 

Bricks, cement, glass etc. 10.3 12.4 + 201 +20 
Paper, printing etc. 1726 196 + 2.0 +11 
Other factories 269 29.9 + 3.0 +11 
Clothing 32.6 35 a2 + 2.6 + 8 
Food, drink and poaecs 416 44.9 cane aie + 8 
reir es woodworking etc. 14-32 1563 + 161 + 8 
Metal works, engineering, vehicles 972 9707 +065 et 
Detalles 15.0 14.9 = 0.1 =~ 4 

(a) Excludes Governmental munitions etc. factories rcfcrred to above 

The figures refer only to firms large cnough to subs 1it eet ras 

Tax returns, and -.: therefore do not correspond in total to the 


"Other factories" in the previous table. 
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The movement of female labour from various industrial and factory 
classes is shown in the following table. Only clothing factories, retail trade 
and the professional and personalwservices group show increases. The decline 
in textile factories is considerable. 

Change in Vemole Employment July 1945 to February 1946, 
& 


Chang. Change 
industrial or Factory Class (000) he 
) Governmental munitions, etc., factories - 4.3 = 70 
‘ Other metal works, engineering, vohicle factorics - 203 - 17 
Textilo factories = 1.0 - 12 
/ Bricks, cemont, glass etc. factorios - Oot = 10 
Transport and communication - 0.8 - 5 
Paper factories, printing ctc. - Oot = 4 
Commerce and finance, other than retail = 061 - 
Furniture, fittings, woodworking factories - = 
Other factorics ; = = 
Food, drink and tobacco factories +1 O91 - 
Professional and personal services tree | +” 3 
Retail trade + 145 wea 
Clothing factories + 1.5 +16 
TRON AND STEEL PRODUCTION. In February, production of iron and stecl revived, 


after four very depressed months. due to industrial disputes and shortage of 
coal. The index for steel in February exceeded the level at tho end of tho 


war j= 
iron and Steel : Indices of Production, NeSeils 
Hh eeue) 1946 = i 
Auge Sept. Oct. Nove Dece Jane Fob. #1") 
Pig iron hea ee (hee eile) 635 216 29 585 1,009 ! 
Ingot steel 1,126 de lonimmlestd 5 627 135 - fe 1,208 6 
Employment in iron and steel production rvg&ined the ond-of-war bl 
level in March ;- 
Employment in Iron and Stool Works. NeSelie 
SE) 1946 - 
Auge Septe QOcte Nove Dec Jene~ Heb. Mare 
In thousands 11.0 10.9 Griz 306 305 10.4 109 11.0 U3 
COAL PRODUCTION. As the industry operated without major stoppages, output 


of coal in New South Wales in the first quarter of 1946 was 
nearly as great as in March Quarter 1945, but fell short of the levels of mide 
1945. Pro ction was not much below the average pre-war rate, but was cone 
siderably short of the greatly increased demand, and of the increased capacity 
of the industry. 


) Production of Coal, N.Soll. 
‘ Weckly averages (000 tons) 
be Three years 1945 - 1946 - 
J 1937 0 1939 dst Qr. 2nd Qr. 3rd Or. Ath vr. jst Ore 
vd 5 404 1 
200 198 206 250 138 194 F 
Employment in the coal-mining industry 2t:the'end #frve rywas/ siighh 


ly below the end-of-war figure, and about 12 per cent above tho pre-war lovel. 


Employment in Coal-mining, N.S.Wz (000) 


Aves three years 1280 1946 + 
1937 to 1939 July Dec. Feb. / 


1505 1767 1563 1794.3) 193 


4, 


feo 


AS AND ELECTRICITY. Consumption of gas and electricity in Sydney in 

arch exceeded the mid-winter peak of last year. Figures 
for recent months are as fodiows. The effects of rationing in December and 
January are apparcnt. 


ANDEX OF CONSUMPTION OF GAS AND ELEOTRICTIY, = SYDNEY »_ 


Average consumption eaeh month 1929-31 = 100 & 

Avorapo Hoe ee aeeee aoe 1946- ? 
1929-31 Mar. July Aug. Dec. gan. Fob.  ilars 
100 131 169 171 184 Whi 123 165 £181 185 


The high rate of consumption in March, togethcr with coal 
produetion difficultics, has contributcd to thc rcnewcd anxicty this month, 
as to the position of stocks. 


BUILDING PROJECTED. The total valuc of building projects for which local 

. council permits wore issued, or Government contracts lect 
and day-labour jobs begun, in the reporting arca of the State in March quartcr 
wos £723 million. The reporting area for private permits excludes much of the 
country; only 129 country towns and seven shires adjaccnt to the mctropolis 
are included, besides the metropolitan areca. 


In making pre-war comparisons it must be remembcred that before 
tho war approximately 88 per ccnt of all private permits resulted in 
completed dwellings. At prosent the percentage is much less. Subject to this 
qualification, the figure of £7.3 million compares with a quartcrly average 
of approximately 25 million in 1939. The comparable figure in the last half 
year of the war was £2.2million. 


The increase sinco the war ended has been mainly in dwollings,* 
but there wes also a sharp rise in private building projects other than 
dwellings in March quarter. 


HOUSES PROJECTED AND COMPLETED. The nunbcr of now houses comprised in the 
above figure of £7.3 million for March quarter 
was 5012. Subject to the samo qualification as to the increased gap between 
council permits and ccmplctions, this is comparable with a quartcrly figure 
of about 3,000 in 1938-39 and 818 in tho last year of the wer. Howovor, ‘the 
Warch querter figure wes only slightly highcr than that for December quartor, 
which wes 4,902. This retardation was mainly duo to fewer Government building 
projects in the metropolitan arca and private permits in the country. 


The nunbcr of private permits in the motropcolitan area has 
incrcascd progressively from a low January figure. However, although 789 
purmits for private new hcouscs were issucd in the Motropolitan arca in March, 
the number of now houses actually cormenced was only 588, and compictod 219. 
Comparisons aros- 


METROPOLITAN AREA. 
1945 1946- 


New Private Hones July-Dec. Jan. Feb. March 
Mthly Ave 

Permits issucd 509 494 638 789 

Commencod 478 499: 575 588 

Completed (a) 119 166 219 


(a) Not available. 


BUILDING MATERIALS. Inprovericnt since August in supplies of bricks and 


ne ns ae Be EIS Le ET 


tiles was shown in February and liarch, aftcr sotbacks 
due to power shortages in Deccuber and January. Output of local sat ma tinbe 1: 
hes not increased greatly above the level at tho ond ea but about 
30 per cent above the pre-war level. The quantity of imported Leica cut is 
not known, but imports of building materials into Aust eatin from oversces 


have nct inercased significantly since the war, and th 


© pt 
direction is poor. Recent mevercnts in Pisa supplics 


= PG ED ee Eh a pb 
OSPCul 1lmh they 
r 


De 


Output cf Certain Building Materials, N.S». 


Ave eta ee ae te Ee ama wee ae ee 


see) A945 = 1946 - 
Monthly Av. AULs Dec. Jan. Feb. ‘Mar, 
Bricks (mill) Baee 8.3 54 9.6 & 1301 1401 12 
Roofing Tiles (mill) 1.7 5 26 ch eas qb peas 
Timber (local sawn) 20: 0 
(iiweoupe i Ge) 15.0 18.4 15.8 Vega 19.0 (a) 


. ‘ ay } o - 
(a) Not available. J beds. 
Picile Wp? (Wes 1226 
a Lite rH) ; i 


Employment has increased by 77 per cent .in brick manufacture: 
since the war ended, and in roofing tile manufacture it has more than doubled. 
However, cmployment in the brick and tile industry is only about half the pre- 
war level, 


GOVERNMENT TRAMS AND BUSES. Working expenses and gross: earnings fell 
seasonally by almost equal amounts in February, 

leaving net earnings approximately the same as in January. The number of 

passenger journeys was 3 per cent higher than in February 1945. Gross earnings 

for the financial year to date are now almost up to last year's level, but the 

rise in working expenses, amounting to 7 per cent, has cut net earnings Lor 

tho nine months from £406,000 to £146,000. 


N.S.W. GOVERNMENT TRAM AND ‘BUSES - SYDNEY AND NEWCASTLE. , 


Month of February | Eight months ended February 


/Passencer Gross j working Passenger) Gross | Working Net 
Journeys jLarnings {Expenses }] Journeys Harnings | Expenses Harnings 
Millions £000 a) £000 |Midiions £000 (a)£000 (b)£000 
1939-40 3165 362 305 25007 2,972 2,405 487 
1944-45 4209 458 401 364.2 | 3,869 3,463 406 
1945-46 44,3 470 448 362.9 | 3,858 Zaehle 146 


(a) Excluding depreciation. 


(b) Gross carnines less working expenses: available to 
meet interest, depreciation, etc. on loan debt. 
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PART IT___ FINANCE AND TRADE « 
N.S.W. STATE ACCOUNTS. The deficiency for the nine months ended March 1946 

was only £1.17 m., compared with £2.11 m. for the eight 
months period. Ti.6 improvement was mainly due to the railways, stamp and 
probate duty, and lower interest paymcnts. 


In the following comparisons the figures for the ld@st financial 
year have been adjusted by the exclusion of abnormal Treasury bill transactions, 
The comparison shows that the deterioration over thc last yoar is mainly duo 
+o incrcased governmental expenditure and reduced revenue other than taxation. 
Tho business undcrtakings as a whole are maintaining the previous ycar&S’ position. 


____-NEW_SOUTH VALES GOVERNMENT ACCOUNTS _ 


To ny) ppurplug 
EXPENDITURE &million on 

ae Defic- 
Totals he eney 

eae pomille 

1 
50.19 008 (S) 
51,02 | 1417 (D) 


aE 03 [ees (D) 


g Includes re-imbursement of taxes and paymcnts towards interest. 

x Includes Railways, Trams and Buscs, Road Transport and Traffic Fund and 
Sydney Harbour. Expenditurc is exclusive of debt charges. 

@ Excludes £3225 from business undertakings for rcdomption of Treasury Bills 

1 Excludes £3.84 expended in redemption of Treasury bills. 


WHOLESALE TRADE. The value of sales in February by traders registered under the 
Sales Tax Act was hightrithan in January but little more than the » 

average for 1945 or 1944. The sales refer to all goods sold by these traders, 

whether taxable or exempt, and therefore include any war supplics sold by thom. 

Apparently the decline in war sales has approximatcly offsct increase in 

civilian salts up to the prcescnt. The volumo of turnover, aftcr price-incroases 

have been allowed for, is still substantially below pre-war levels. 


N.S.W. Wholesale Trade - Sales of Taxable and Exempt Goods 


Million & 
1939 41944 1945 1946 
Monthly Average 16.0 PAO} Ghee) - 
January pare 18.0 18.6 176 
February Ores 2005 ers OA 


RETAIL TRADE, SYDNEY. The valuc of salcs in the large city stores rose further 

in Fobruary and there was a further fall in the value of 
stocks. Compared with February 1945 sales were 37 per cent higher, and stocks 
10 per cont lowere Recent movements were:- 


. : : 

Retail Trade - Experience of Large Sydney Stores 
Percentage increase + or decrease - on salle month previous year. 
) 1035) 1946 (= 
| Aug. Sept. Oct. Nove Dec, Jane . Keb. 
} Value of Sales + 17 + 21 + 38 + 41 + 18 + 25 + 3 
Valuc of Stocks + 12 + 10 + 5 + 4 = 5 Pa = 40 


a ee 


Stocks have failed to kcep pace with sales since mid-1945, and 
in recent months have becn getting steadily worsée 


The volume of turnover, though high in comparison with the later 
war years, is still well below pre-war levcls, when pricc-changes are allowed . 
for, and the fact that this ratc of consumption is causing such deplction of stocks 
is evidence of the failure of supplying factorivs to expand their civilian output. 


Te 


The decline in stocks has been mainly in clothing and piece-goods, and furniture, 
in the absence of statistics of output, the following figures of employment in 
these proups of factories in New South Walcs are Bivons= 


SOREL 1946 - 
Imployment Auge Jane Fobe 
Clothing (000) 3361 34.2 3502 : 
Textilos (000) 15.0 14.4 1469 “ 
Furniture(000) 4.6 405 4.9 3 


x Of cmployers submitting Pay-roll Tax returns. 


Employment in textiles has deercased since the war onded, and the 
incrvcasc is slight in the clothing and furniture tradcs. In the clothing 
trade, shortages of material arc reported to be « grcater handicap at the 
moment than shortege of labour. 


Changes ovor tho year endod February in sales and stocks of tho 
main classos of goods sold arc shown bclow:- 


Sales Stock Sales Stock 
Dress pioce-goods- + 14 - 17 Household picce-goods + 32 - 11 
Women's wear + 30 - 12 Furniture + 74 =~ 5 
Mon's & Boy's wear + 46 - 14 General hardware + 56 - 8 
Boots end shoos + 52 - 16 | Electrical goods +132 + 4 


Employmont in the reporting stores wes 19 per cont higher than in 
Fobruary, 19456 


RETAIL PRICHS AND WAGES. There was a slight increase in the "C" series index 
number of retail prices (covering all items of 

household expenditure) in March quarter. In Sydney, this was duo to increases 

in clothing prices and in the price of cggs, following the scasonal rises 

permitted by the Prices Commissionor on 14th Decembor and 4th Fobruary. Tho 

total inereaso in the indox since September 1939 was 23.4 per cont. The prico- 

stabilisation policy introduced in June 1943 is still proving offectivc, so 

far as the items included in the price-indcx arc concerned. Movements in the 

components since the outbrcak of war and the introduction of pricce-stabilisation 

are shown bclow. 


"o"_SERIES RETAIL PRICE-INDEX, SYDNEY 
From Scptembor Quarter 1939 to - 


Increases in - er acer DeceOre1945 Mar. Or.1946 
9 : i 


Food and grocories + 14.5 + 10.6 + 1163 tHe Be a! 
Rent + 0.3 + O04 * O54 POV ap 
Clothing + 158 + 73.5 + 74.0 + 2G SO) yoy 
Miscollancous +226] Deas +90 te ee ee eae eee Ly 7 nite 
ALL items 2 2G ET ROE Cu eae ose le eee 


There will be no alteration in the basic wago in Now South Walcs 
in the quartcr beginning in May, except in awards based on the indox-numbcr 
for the six sapitals, which will be increased by 1s. Tho only other change 
in Australi:. will bo in awards based on tho index-numbor for Brisbano, which 
Will also bo increuscd by 1s. 


The basic wage in Sydney has boen fa she stable around 99s. for 
the Jast throe years. From 1943 to tho end of 1945 the total weekly wage- 
earnings in the State have also changed very litils, 


June Or.1943 Doc.Ore 1945 
Basic wage, Sydnoy 98s, 99s. 
Avorage weckly wage-carnings, oe S.W. (£000) 4679 4808 
Non-rural employment, N.S.W. (000) 172 770 


8. 
PART. IIT_2 RURAL INDUSTRIES « 


SEASON, The rain which fell in April was heaviest on the central coast and 
tablelands. The remainder of the coastal and tableland regions 
received normal rains in April, but the inland areas had little rainfall. 


However, the condition of most of the inland arcas, except tho 
north-west, has beon satisfactory in rccent months. On the whole pastoral 
prospects are good, in the main districts wheat sowing is being carriod out 
in favourable conditions, and pastures in dairying districts are good, though 
loss of fodder crops through flood damage may affect dairy production on the 
North Coast. Livestock are in good condition, and many havc been rotained for 
further fattoning while fresh fcod is plentiful. Fodder stocks in gonoral 
are vory satisfactory. 


WOOLs Revival of exporting to pre-war customers is rcflected in tho exports 
of wool for the nino months ended March. Shipments to U.S.A., howover, were 
heeviest.e Comparisons with the pre-wer period aro:- 


EXPORTS OF WOOL, FROM AUSTRALIA (greasy only) 
Nine months cnded iiarch - 
Country of 
Destination ~ Ave 1938 and 1939 1945 1946 


- Millions of bales - 


United Kingdom 844. 616 624 

Franco 380 - 168 © 

Bolgium 246 - 115 

Japan oy - - 

Italy 125 = = 

UsS.A- 38 a 119 ‘ 
Other Countries 234 Peel obe ey ie 

TOTAL EXPORTS | 2024 1169 1683 


The dispute over the handling of double-dumped bales of wool lod 
to waterfront stoppages on May 6 which next day spread to all Eastorn statose 
At present therc are roportcd to be about 44 million bales doublo-dumped still 
in store in Australia. 


Revival of civilian producticn in United Kingdom woollon mills 
is reflected in recent figures of oxports of tops, yarns and tissucs :- 


UNITED KINGDOM ____ JANUARY AND FEBRUARY _ 
EXPORTS OF - "1938 =—=—«=‘“C~*S KSSC“‘“C#«*C‘ SS 
In Millions 
Tops) (1b) 54 | 44 
Worsted yarn (1b) eee 9 1.6 
Woollen yarn (1b) 8 o4 3 
Woollen tissucs(sqeyd.) 9.8 4.2 9.7 
Worsted tissucs(sqeyd.) 563 201 3.6 


Home markct supplics, however, have not been expanded greatly 
since the war :- 


onthly Average ere fetes k 94 ES 
United Kingdom, supply for 
home civilian market: - 1944 1945, 1945) Jan, 
Last Or. 
In ~ millions 

Woven woollen cloth (Sqeyd.) eee ees 16.0 i werte 
Wool hand-knitting yarn (¢Sq.yd. Yb) 8 oJ 1.0 oJ 

No further appraisements of wool have been mado since Easter. 


The total for the season to date is 817,000 bales, compared with 873,000 for 
the poriod lest season, and 1,073,000 for the samc period of 1939. 


oe 


The provisional programme of wool auction sales for the 1946-47 
season provides for the offering of 696,000 bales in New South Wales and 
Queensland up to the Christmas vacation, with sales opening in September, 


WHEAT. In an emergency mcssage the Chairman of the Famine Emergency 
Committee (Mr. Hoover) suggested that Australia should expand hor 
whoat exports to 37 million bushols by tho end of August, to help moot the 
immediato urgency in famino-strickon countrics. Exports of wheat from 
Australia has bocn particularly low in the current trade year, totalling only 
1.2 million bushels in the cight months endod Fobruary, compared with 32 
million bushols-in tho period lest ycar, and 39 million bushols in 1939. 
In tho two months since February availability of new scason's wheat led to 
considerable expansion in cxports but much more will be necded if an attempt 
is to bo mado to supply the rcquestod famino quota. 


A drought relief grant of £445,000 for the 1945-46 season wa 
announced on May 1. This will be shared botwoen growers in New South ales, 
Victoria and South Australia. It is much less than the previous year's 
grant of £1,570,000 ; 


DAIRYING Buttor production in March maintained least soason's level, but 
was still considerably below the rate reached in the early yoars of the war:- 


FRODUCTION OF FACTORY RY BUTTER, NeS.We 
(Thousands of tons) 


Le Boe 
ord Ore Ath Ore Jane _Fobs. _Mars 
Monthly figures;- 
3 years to 1941- 42 2<6 403 5.0 4.7 467 
4 1944-45 hens 306 326 3.0 307 
i. 1945-46 1.8 3.5 3.6 3.6 3.8 


